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PREFACE 



This Is thfi fourteenth annual repc^ prepared by the Office of Resean^ and Evaluation to 
anal^e the Schoteatic Ai^ude (SAT) scores of C<Hinectlcurs cottage-bound sentors. 
This Hi the eighth r^rt that, m «idltlon to test scores, con^hereMvely presents the 
studems' characteristics and their ooflege plans. 

The foNovring report ba^ tqxm ttie most recmit r^)or»es of 1967-88 pul^ and 
nonpublic school sentors who partteipamd in me Col^ Board's Admteskms Testing 
Pi^smn at any time durbig school. Thus, studerrts who partic^ted in the program bi 
Mi^ of th^ Junior year «id in October of tiieb' senior ye«r have only tite October result 
report. whHe student who partidpaM only bi May of tiwfr Junior year have these scores 
Included. Connecticut students are those att«i(8ng school in Connect or. if a sc^i code 
is not reported on tiie i^tionn^, those witii a CoraMiait maWng kIc^ss. 

Hot every student In the i :^te8lons Testing Program (ATP) taices an SAT In 
1987«88 tiiere were 32.509 students registered for the ATP. but only 31,053 toolt an 
SAT. Some students could have registered for only tiie «:htoven»nt tests, or registered and 
then decided r»t to teke tt« SAT. 

The Admtesions Testii^} Program cor^^ of tiie vert^ and matiiematical sections of 
the Scholastk! Aptitude Test, Test of Standard Written English (TSWE). 14 optional 
achievement tests, and tiie Stuctont I^scr^^ Questionraire. 

Tt^ Scholastic Aptitude Tei^ probi^ tiie mo^ famHIa' component of ttw Admissions 
Testb^ Program, consists of a two-andHine-half hour, muit^sle-dioice test of verbal and 
matiiematical reason^. H is bnended to supplement high school gratis in tite college 
admte8lof» process. The tests, whose scores ran^ from 200 to m pc^. are constructed 
so that scores will be con^sand^ from form to forni. ^ministration to administration, and 
year to yrar. 

The Test of Standard Written Englteh a 30>minute mult^e-d%>ice examination of 
abmty to recognize stanctend written Ei^^. It was developed In 1974-75 to help colleges 
ptece students In freshman Engi^ courses. Scores are scaled on a 20 to point scale, but 
becaise tiie test to be vsei as a dis^nostic instnimem, tiie h^hest reported score is eo-i-. 

A student may take up to three one-hour muit^e-dK)ice achievement tests per 
sesston. These are designed to measure knowtec^e and Its appltoation In English 
con^hei^ton, literature, American history and social studies, European history and worid 
cultures, mathematics (levels 1 and 2), French. German, Hebrew, Latin, Span^, bk>togy, 
^emistry and physks. 

The Student Descripthre Questbnnaire (SDO) contains questfons on a student's 
badtground. school record, extrmjrricular adivities and coltege pilans. It gives colleges a 
broader ptoture of a student than do test scores alone. In 1987-88, 29,424 students 
responded to at least one question on tiie questionnaire. The number of student responcSng 
to parttoular Items are mentioned In this report where appropriate. 



The students desatoed in this report are called college-bound seniors. They are 
students «rtiose Intent to attend college is indicated by taking the SAT, The College Board 
reported that 31,053 Connecticut seniors in the class of 1988 took the SAT. Information 
from the Conneclteut State Department of Education's Graduate Follow-Up Report Indteates 
that 29.838 or 73.2 percent of the 1988 graduates of the kjcal public, vocational-technical 
and nonpublte schools were continuing their formal education, and 27.432 of these 
graduates were attending two- or four-year colleges. 

The primary purpose of this report is lo highlight the information on college-bound 
seniors presented to the State Department of Education by The College Board. The 
Department of Education's Division of Research. Evaluation and Assessment has a file of 
sister v.'de data from 1971-72 to date and ' .elcomes inquiries. 



HIGHLIGHTS 



The data from the Admissions Testing Program of The College Board (1) shoves how 
Connecticut's college-bound seniors' academic performance and future aspirations comp 
with those rf their peers nationwide, (2) provides a picture of students considering 
education as a career, and (3) provides information for five indicators of success of Design 
for Excellence: The Comprehensive Plan fer Elementary, Sewniary, Vocational, Career and 
Adult Education, 1986-1990. The information used for Connecticut's Indicators can be 
identified by the darkened circle preceding the highlight. 



0 The highest percentage ever recorded, 73.7, of all I2th graders in Connecticut, took 
a Scholastki Aptitude Test (see Table 1). The College Board reported that 
Connecticut had the highest participation rate in the nation. 

0 The percentage of minority students among college-bound seniors in 1988 
(13.2%) was higher than the 1987 percentage of 11.7 and established a new ten- 
year high (see Table 2). 

t The Connecticut SAT verbal average of 436 was eight points above the 
1987-88 national average but three points below las! year's state average. The 
state average is six points above the 1980-81 low (see Table 3 and Figure 1). 

• On the SAT verbal section, Connecticut males averaged 443 and females 431. The 
difference between the male and female average was 12 points. The male-female 
difference in Connecticut is one point below the difference across the nation (see 
Table 3). 

• The Connecticut average SAT mathematical score of 472 was one point below 
last year's state average and tour points below the current national average. 
The state average is nine points above the 1980-81 low (see Table 4 and Figure 2). 

• The mean SAT mafhemafica! score of Connecllcul males was 492, while that of 
females was 454. a difference of 38 points. Nationally, the difference was 43 
points (see Table 4). 
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0 The percentages of Connecticut students scoring above 600 on the vert>al 
(8.1%) «id on tfie mathematical (17.1%) boU. declined slrK» the prevtous 
year. The v^bai percent^e exceeds the national average by 0.6 percent^e pointe 
white the mathematical percentage is 0.5 percentage points below the natbnai 
average (see TiA)ie S). 

e The gap between Connecticut*s bla<^ and white students on the verbal and 
mathematicai SAT wide, but it continues to nanow. The 93-point defteit on the 
veitiai SAT in 1987-88 is a (our-puint improvement over last year and a 22-pQint 
improvement over ten years ago. The mathematicBl difference has improved 14 
points in the pas\ ten years and now is 110 points. The Hl^nic averages were 90 
points lower on the veit}al and 94 points lower on the mathematical SAT than the 
white averages (see Figures 3 and 4). 

e The Connecticut avera^ of 43.5 (on a ^e of 20 to BO) on ttie Test of Standard 
Written English (TSWE) was 0.1 point t^low last year and 0.5 points above 
the national average (see Table 6). 

e Connecticut female students averaged 44.2 on the TSWE, 1.5 points higher 
than the males. Ten years ago the female average was 1.8 points hHjher than 
that of the males (see Table 6). 

0 More than one in three Connectk:ut students who take the SAT take the 
achievement tests; nattonwide, the figure is approximately one in five. The verbal 
SAT of this sul^roup of Connecticut students was two points above, and the 
mathematical SAT 13 points below, the comparable national averages. 
Compared to last year, this year's averages increased in English Composition, 
American Htetory. Bk>fa)gy. Chemistry and Mathemati<» Level 2. The average score 
in Mathematics Level 1 decreased by one point (see Table 7). 

0 The percentage of female students (12.8%) intending to eam a professional degree 
surpassed the male percent^e (1 1 .9%) for the third consecutive year (see Table 
B). 

o Over the past ten years, the most dramatic changes among Intended areas of 
college sttKly have been a decline in the biological sciences (-6.2% males, -21.8% 
females) and an increase in business, commerce and Communicattons (8.7% males. 
10.0% females). In the past year there was a continued decline In interest in the 
physical sciences. Moreover, the Interest in education increased for the third 
consecutive year (see Table 9). 

e The percentage of Connecticut female students intending to study educatton 
increased from 8.6 to 10.1 percent in the past year, and Is comparable to the 
percentage of ten years ago (10.2%). The percentage of mates intending to 
study education increased by 0.7 points to 3.0 percent in the past year, but remains 
tetow the 3.4 percent level of ten years ago (see Table 9). 

e The verbal and mathematical SAT scores of sen tors Intending to study 
educatton have increased a combined total of 47 points in the past five years, 
and 26 points in the past ten years, but remain v^li below the state's verbal and 
mathematk^l aver^es (see Table 10 and Figure 5). 
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STUDENT CHARACTERISTICS 



The Connoctfcut test scorss from th© Admissions Testing Program (ATP) are more 
meanlf^l ¥^ cofrqwred with prior years' data and national data. This underscores the 
Importance of knowtoig how the charactertstlcs of the Connecticut students partldpating in 
the ATP change from year to year and how they compare to students nattonaDy. 

There were 42,126 twelfth graders In the local public schools, state 
vocattonal-tedinlcal schoote ami the nonput)lic schools In 1987-88. This was 447 less ttian 
the prtor year, more than 9,700 bekyn the 1977-78 peak, and the second lowest number In 
the past ten years. The percentage of sentors attending fHjb^to school has decfined every year 
for ^e past ten years and now standte at 62.1 percent (see Table 1). 



Tabtel 

Connecticut I2th Grade St*jd«its and 
the Percentage Taking the SAT 



School 
Year 



Number 
of 12th 
Graders 



Percent In 
Public 
Schools 



Number 
Taking 
SATExanrs 



Percent of 
12th Gracters 
Taking SAT 



1987-88 
1986-87 
1985-86 
1984-85 
1983-84 
1982-83 
1981-82 
1980-81 
1979-80 
1978-79 
1977-78 



42.126 
42,573 
42.022 
43,595 
45.839 
48.327 
49,923 
50,031 
49.405 
51,671 
51,863 



62.1 
82.4 
82.6 
82.9 
83.4 
83.9 
84.8 
84.9 
85.1 
85.5 
85.8 



31,053 
30.155 
28.302 
28,866 
29.669 
30,659 
31,962 
32,196 
31,734 
32,285 
31,567 



73.7 
70.8 
67.4 
66.2 
64.7 
63.4 
64.0 
64.4 
64.2 
62.5 
60.9 



In 1987-88. 73.7 percent of Connecticut's 12th graders took the SAT, the highest 
percentage of senk>rs ever recorded. The College Board has reported :hat Connectk^ has the 
highest participation rate In the country. Nationwide, about one-third of high school 
seniors take the SAT annually. The College Board alerts those interpreting these scores that 
generally the greater the percentage of stuctents taking the test, the lower the average score. 
Thus, with its hk)h parlldpatbn rate, the Connecticut scores might be expected to fall betow 
the natkmal averages. Yet in many cases, Connecticut scores are actually higher than the 
national average and most are higher than wouki be expected. 
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The 31,0S3 Comwd^oit sentort who took SAT wi» the highMt number in the past 
SIX yearn and i^tH 900 mm than test year. Females represented 52.t percent of the 
o(Mte0e4wuml seniors hi 19S7-88. In the pmt ten years this (^rcent^e has remained 
m^stent, rangbv from a low of 51.7 percent (1984-B5} to the 1991-82 h^h of 52.5 
pmsem. The current sti^ pereentiQe is equal to me pememage of f^aies nstlonky ming 
the SAT. The p^centage nif ConnecHcut coffege-hound seniors who attenM ptH^ school 
was 71.1 percent In 1967-88. Thte percentage has declined Sieadlly since the 1979-80 
levei of 78.6 j»rcem. The peit^mage of public school students in the Class of 1988 who 
M( tfw SAT represents the lowest level In the past ten years for which this information was 
mmtAB Tabte 2). 



Table 2 

Cbaracterleties of Connecticut Seniors 
Taking the Scholastic Aptitude Test 





Numt)er 




Academic 


Taking 


Percent 


Year 


SAT 


Female 


1987-88 


31.053 


52.1 


1986-87 


30.155 


52.0 


198S-&6 


28,302 


51.8 


1984-85 


28.866 


51.7 


1983-84 


29.669 


51.9 


1982-83 


30.659 


52.2 


1981-82 


31,9t3 


5^.5 


1980-81 


32,196 


52.1 


1979-80 


31.734 


52.0 


1978-79 


32,285 


51.9 


1977-78 


31.567 


52.2 



Estimated 


Estimated 


Estimated 


Percem 


Percent 


Median Family 


Publk: 


Minority 


InooniB 


71.1 


13.2 


$43,084 


72.4 


11.7 


$40,445 


N/A 


12.6 


$37,375 


74.8 


10.1 


$35,300 


74.9 


10.0 


$33,000 


75.3 


9.4 


$31,300 


76.8 


9.3 


$26,700 


77.1 


9.0 


$25,200 


78.6 


8.8 


$22,900 


78.3 


8.4 


$21,400 


78.4 


8.1 


$19,700 



The percentage of minority college-bound students in Connecticut has increased 1.5 
percent^e points since last year to establish a new ten-year high of 13.2. percem Thfe 
rate has increased steadily for nine of the past ten years. The number of stuctonts who 
kientlftod themseKres as minorities cmi the Student tJescrlpiive Questionnaire (87.8% of this 
year's students responded to this question) was 3,609 in 1987-88. a 16.5 j^rcent 
increase over last year and a 72.2 percent increase over ten years ago. The number of 
minorities taking the SAT (ediusted for nonresponotents) is estimated to be about 4,1 13. 
Nattonwkto. an estimated 260.567 (23.0%) minority college-bound students took the SAT 
In 1987-88. The estimated median family income of $43,084 reported by Connecticut 
college-bound sentors in 1987-88 was $2,639 (6.5%) above last year's state median. 
Nattonwide. the estimated median femlly income reported by college-bound seniors in 
1987-88 was $37,649. an increase of $1,374 (3.8%). 
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TEST^XmES 



The Admissions Testing Pfogram in comprisoJ of three types of tests. The results of each are 
presented separately for easy reference. 



SCHOLASTIC APTITUDE T&T (SAT) 



The 1987-8B Connecticut average vert»l SAT score vas 436. While this represented a 
three-point decline from last year's state average. It was eight points above the current 
national average. Males outored fem^s ofi the vert}al SAT both in Connecticut csid in the 
nation, in 1987-88, the male average was 12 points higher than the female average in 
Connecticut and 13 points higher in the natton. The difference between the mato and female 
vert)al averages in the state tm Increased by five ^nts since last year, as the male mrage 
im^eased one point and the female averse decreased four points. The 12-point gap is one 
point below the ten-year h>^^ of 13 in 1963-84. The gap that exited In the sta^ is 
comparable to the 13-pol' ^ap that existed nationwide between males and females In 
1987-88 (see Table 3). 



TaMe3 

Scholastic AptHude Test 
Verbal Scores 



Academic Males Females Total 



Year 


CT 


Nation 


CT 


Nation 


CT 


Nation 


1987-68 


443 


435 


431 


422 


436 


428 


1986-87 


442 


435 


435 


425 


439 


430 


1985-86 


444 


437 


437 


426 


440 


431 


1984-85 


444 


437 


436 


425 


440 


431 


1983-84 


443 


433 


430 


420 


436 


426 


198?-63 


437 


430 


429 


420 


433 


425 


1981-82 


437 


431 


428 


421 


432 


426 


1980-61 


436 


430 


424 


418 . 


430 


424 


1979-80 


434 


428 


428 


420 


431 


424 


1978-79 


437 


431 


434 


423 


435 


427 


1977-78 


441 


433 


435 


425 


438 


429 



Over the past ten years, the verbal SAT scores of Connecticut male and female 
college-bound seniors have exceedeo the national averages for males and females. Also, 
maies have scored h^her than females at both the state and national levete. Moreover, the 
scores for males declined from 1977-78 to 1979-80. By 1983-64 scores increased to a 
level that exceeded the 1977-78 average. Since then the average score has remained 
relatively unchanged. The average scores for females declined sharply from 1977-78 to 
1980-81. By 1984-85 scores increased to their previous levels. Since then the scores 
for ^males have remained stBb\e until this year, when they (feciined noticeably (see F^ure 
1). However, the difference hi the average vert>al SAT scores t>etween maies and femaies has 
remained abnost unchanged over the past ten years. 
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Sohotastfc Aptitudo Teat Verbal Scores 



Tlis Connacticut averaga mathematics SAT score was 472 in 1987-88. This was one 
pobn balow tha prior year's state averse and four points below this year's national aver^. 
Thaie was a 38-point gap t^twemi the imtthematteal averages of Connecti»it male and female 
students In 1M7-88. This represent the smallest difference in the past ten years. The 
male average of 492 decUned four points t^tow last year's level but remained five points 
above tiie 1979-60 Connects low. The female average of 454 was up two points from last 
yMT, and 15 points above the 1980-81 low. Compared to the nation, Connecticut 
ooHege-bound seniors have scored at levels comparabie to their national counterparts. 
Differences hsnre ratted from one to four points over the past ten yeans (see Table 4). 



Table 4 

Seholaatic Aptitude Test Matlsematlcai Scores 



Acadente 




Maies 




CT 


Nation 


1967-88 


492 


498 


1986-87 


496 


50C 


1985-86 


499 


501 


1984-85 


499 


499 


1983-84 


490 


495 


1982-83 


489 


493 


1981-82 


490 


493 


1980-81 


486 


492 


1979-80 


487 


491 


1978-79 


488 


493 


1977-78 


493 


494 



Femates Total 



CT 


Nation 


CT 


Nation 


454 


455 


472 


476 


452 


453 


473 


476 


451 


451 


474 


475 


454 


452 


475 


475 


447 


449 


468 


471 


443 


445 


465 


468 


440 


443 


464 


467 


439 


443 


463 


466 


446 


443 


466 


466 


443 


443 


465 


467 


447 


444 


469 


468 
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Over thfr past ten yea.s the dlfferenoes between the average mattienmticid scores for 
and femaJ^s tiasve contlnuiJd to n»iow. Ateo, the dWersnc© between Connecticut males 
ami females Is smaller ftm the dHfeience at the national level. The reduced tfifference 
cbie to a decree in th9 scores for males and a corresponding increase In the scores for 
female (see Figure 2). 
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Figure 2 

Scholastic Aptitude Test Mathenwtfcal Scoree 



The percenti^ of students who scored 600 and above on the vertjal or mathematics 
section of the SAT decreased over the past year, after six years of inra-eases. Decreases 
occiffred bcth to Connecttort and acrow the nation. On the verbal SAT, 2,516 Connecticut 
sbKlems (8.1% of SAT tekers) scoiei' m and above in 1987-88. This was 0.8 percentage 
points above the national average but 1.0 perceme^e poim below last year's state tevel. On 
the mathemattoai SAT, 3.230 Connecticut students (17.1% of the SAT takers) scored 600 
and above in 1987-88. This was 1.0 percentage point bek>w last yea>'= rate. The 

I ; Connecttoit percentile above 600 on the mathematical SAT was 0.5 percen^ge points bek»w 

^ the nattonal percen^e (see Tabie 5). 



PMcent of StuctoitsScoHng 600 and Above 
on ttw SdioMIe AiaNtMfo Test 



Academic 
Year 



CT Nation 



Mathematicai 
CT Nation 



1987>88 
1986-67 
1985-86 
1984-85 
1983-84 
1982-83 
1981-82 
1980-81 
1979-80 
1978-79 
1977-78 



8.1% 
9.1% 
9.0% 
9.0% 
S.6% 
7.8% 
7.8% 
7.3% 
7.9% 
8.5% 
8.6% 



7.3% 
8.1% 
7.9% 
7.9% 
7.3% 
6.9% 
7.1% 
7.0% 
7.2% 
7.7% 
7.9% 



17,1% 
18.2% 
17.9% 
17.5% 
16.2% 
15.2% 
14.6% 
13.4% 
14.8% 
14.3% 
15.0% 



17.6% 
18.3% 
17.9% 
17.1% 
16.7% 
15.9% 
15.3% 
14.4% 
15.1% 
15.0% 
15.8% 



Whan SAT scores are compared by ethnic groups, some consfetent trends emer{^. 
Durtng the past ten years whites and Asian Americffii coUege-bound seniors have scored 
higher than btack and h^»nic coitege-bound seniors. AKhough the reiatVe position of each 
otimic gtwp has renuAied ttie 8«ne. the actual differences have c^itbiued to ctocrease. The 
average veibai SAT score for wtrite students was essentiai^ the same » it was ten yom iqo. 
During the s«ne period, the average for Hi^>Bnic students im:reased more than ten points 
while me aver^ (or blade coHege-bound seniors increased t>y more than 15 points. 
During the same period ttw average verbai scort for Aston Anrierk»i« has (tecrsiaed nr^ 
than m points (see figure 3). 

SImBar trends were evident for averi^ mathemath»i SAT scores. The scores of 
white students are the same as the** were ten years ago. The average score for Hispanic 
students exceecfe the level of ran years aQo mors timn 20 points and that of black studente 
hw ii»creased by 15 points. By contrast, ttie average scores for A^an Anwrican stmlents 
decreased by more than m points (see Rgure 4). 

Consl^ent with previous reporis, the SAT scores of white sU4dents are compared to 
each ethnic group. The aver^ vmtml score for biaciis decreased for ^e first tfrne In the 
last five years and now stancte at 351. This is 25 points above the 1980-81 low and 17 
points above the 1977-78 level. Their current mathematical average of 374, a record 
high, Is 3 points hHjher than last year's {devious record Mgh of 371. The vert»l avsrage 
for btack students in 1987-88 was 95 points befow the white »^erage. an imi^ovement 
from the 115-polnt jrfterence that existed in 1975-76. This is the third conseaitive year 
the gap h^ been less tlwn 100 polrHs. The pattem in mathematk» is similar. The current 
deficit of 107 points equals the dMerence that existed In 1975-76, and represents an 
Improvement of 3 points since last year. 
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Year of Graduation 



F}gure3 

Scholastic Aptitude Test 
VeriMJ Scores by Ethnic Qroup 
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Figure 4 

Schotestie Aptitudo Test 
Mathematical S«>res By Ethnic Group 



Comparisons wtth prior years must be made cautiously because rients now ittontified 
as "other Hispanto" seem ^ have been placed in the Puerto Rlcai< and "other minority" 
categories in prior years. The average verbal score for Hispanic students is 363, seven 
points more than last year and 31 points above the 1978-79 low. Their mrthematics 
average of 400 ms 13 pc^nts above last year, and 28 points above the 1980^1 tow. This 
Is the sbcth oonsectithre year thtf the SNemge cfifferern» between Kiispante and white students 
on the veibti SAT has nanowed. The difference now 83 points, in the ifmX decade ihe 
verbal gap has ranged from 90 points (1984-85) to 110 points (1978-79). The 
Bl-poim gap between Htepanic and white students on the mathematical SAT is 13 points 
tower ttmn the prevtous year. 

Asian Americans have a completely different pattern. Their 1987-88 averse veri)ai 
score of 419 was etotit points above last year's record tow but 15 points betow the 
idBS-^ high. Their mathemattoai avens^ of 514 is five pointe toiow last year^ ievei; it 
has rwiged from 509 to 530 over the past ten yeare. The 27-point difference between Asian 
American and white sbicfonts on the verbal SAT was nine points lower than last year. 
However, this difference was as small as 11 points as recently as 1983-84. Asian 
Amerteai^ have always had higher mathemattoai SAT averages than whites, but the 
difference te narrowing. Asian American college-bound seniors currently average 33 points 
higher than their white coumerparts, five polnte less than last year. In ti)e past ten years 
the di^rence has ranged from 62 fk>ints (1977-78) to 30 points (1984-85 and 
1985-86). 



TEST OF STANDARD WRITTEN ENGUSH (TSWE) 

bcores on the Test of Standard Written English have been very consistent over the past ten 
years. Qeneraily, ttiere ms very Rttto change in ttie test scores. The Connecticut female 
score decreased 0.2 points and the Connecticut total decreased O.i poim In the past 
year. These are smaO fiuctuattons on a scato that rar^es from 20 to 80 points. The TSWE 
scores have been very stabto for both Connecticut and the natton during the period extending 
from 1977-78 to 1987-88. Uttto change has occurred both within and between groups. 
Connecticut scores are higher than the corresponding national averages and females 
outperform males (see Table 6). 



Table 6 

Test of Standard Written English 



Acadtemto 


Males 


Femates 


Total 


Year 


CT 


Nation 


CT 


Nation 


CT 


Nation 


1987-88 


42.7 


42.3 


44.2 


43.7 


43.5 


43.0 


1986-87 


42.7 


42.3 


44.4 


43.7 


43.6 


43.0 


1985-86 


42.1 


41 .9 


43.6 


43.2 


42.8 


42.6 


1984-85 


42.6 


42.0 


44.1 


43.1 


43.4 


42.7 


1983-84 


42.5 


41.9 


44.1 


43.3 


43.3 


42.6 


1982-83 


42.1 


41.6 


43.7 


43.0 


43.0 


42.3 


1981-82 


42,3 


41.7 


43.1 


42.8 


42.5 


42.3 


1980-81 


41.9 


41.5 


43.3 


42.9 


42.6 


42.2 


1979-80 


42.3 


41.7 


43.7 


43.0 


43.0 


42.4 


1978-79 


42.3 


41.8 


44.2 


43.2 


43.3 


42.5 


1977-78 


42.8 


42.0 


44.6 


43.5 


43.7 


42.8 
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ACHIEVEMENT TESTS 



In Connecticut, 10,427 student (33.6% of SAT takers) took at ieast one achiovement 
test in 1987-88; last year 34.3 percent of Connecticut SAT takers took at least one 
ac^ieveiTtent test. Nationwide the figure was 19.8 percent. In rank order, English 
Composition, Mathen»tte8 level 1, American History, Mathematics Level 2, Btotogy. French 
and Chemistry are the tests taken most frequently in Connecticut. NattonaUy. ^ six most 
frequency taken tests do not bidude French. The results of tfie six most popular tests of 
bofli student groups are fmsented for comparteon (see Table 7). 

For those ^tKtonts taking at Imt one achievement *s$l Coimectiojt sentors scored 
sHghtly hi^rtier lhan senk^s \n the natkHi on the veibal SAT and substantially lower than 
MNnlors nato on the mathematteal SAT. For ttiese Connecticut students, the average 
veibal SAT of 519 was two poims above fiia nattonal w/maso and the sanw as test year^ stale 
average. The Connecticut mathematkal SAT average of 568 was 13 points t>ek>w the nattonal 
avsr^ and <me pc^t below last year^ state average for s&jdente who took an achievement 

The veital aid mathemattefid SAT scores of Connecttout stuc^nte teddng at least one 
achievement test are» respectively, 83 and 96 points above the overall current state 

TIra Ei^^ Compc^itton A^ievement Test was taken by 31.5 percent of Connecticut 
SAT takers and 18.2 peruent of SAT ttikers In nation. These Conne(^k»t students h»f an 
average vertial SAT score of 521, m did tfie^ peers In the nmion. The Connet^tout average 
on ttie BigBsh Competition Achievement Test was 524, four pobns itt)ove last y^. This was 
three polnte above the national average and 13 points above the ten-year low average of 511 
(1980-81). 

The difference between the Connecticut and national avenge on Matiiematics I 
Achtovement Test was otHisismnt witii tiie (Sfferem hi tiie mctthemati(»i SAT of tiie student 
who took tiite i»hievement test. In 1987-^ the Connectk^ mean score on tiie Matiiematics 
1 Ach^ement Test of 540 was nine points bek>w the nattonal average, while the 
nurthonatical SAT score of thte Conn«;ttout group was tiiree points t^low the comparable 
nationid average. The (^nectk^t average w^ one point betow ^ year^ averts but 15 
po^te tijove tiie 1979-80 low. In the state, 25.5 percent of the college-bound sentors took 
this ffi^hievement test. Nattonwtoe, 14.0 percent of college-bound students took this 
achievement t^. 

The average score of Conra^mit students on the American History Achievemem Test 
was below the national aven^ for tl^ slxtii year in a row. The Connecticut score of 521 in 
1967-86 equalled the ten-year high, set in 1981-82 and again in 1964-65, but was 
eight points below the nattonal average. In tiie past ten years, tiie percentile of 
coOege-bound sentors taking tiie test has declined both in Connecntout ar^i In tite natim, in 
1987-66, 7.9 p^cent of the state's college-boumJ sentors took tills test, compared to a high 
of 9.2 percent in 1976-79. Nationwtoe, 4.5 percent of the o^e-bound sentors took tiite 
test. The oon^iined aver^ SAT score (tiie sum of tiie verbal an6 m&Shems^ torn) of tiie 
Connecticut studenm taking tfie Amertoan History Achtovemem Test was 10 p^nts betow timt 
of tiie oomiwrabto ni^al group. 

TTie Connecticut average score of 544 on tiie Btotogy Achtovement Test was tour points 
above last year. However, It was stiil nine points betow tiie 1987-88 nattonal average. 
This occurred even tiiough thte group of Connecticut students had a similar oomlrined SAT 
score wHh students nattonwkle (1126 versus 1129). Yet, a greater percentage of 
Conmcticut students took this test compared to students naftonwtoe (6.3% versus 4.2%). 
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Tablo 7 



ConnecHcut 



Conr^icut 





Percent 


Mean 


Percent 




Percent 


Mean 


Percent 




Taldng 


Score 




Score 


Taking 


Score 


Taking 




English Composition 


Mattiomatice Level 


1 987'8B 


31.S% 


524 


18.2% 


521 


25.5% 


540 


14.0% 


1986-87 


32.0% 


520 


18.4% 


524 


26.0% 


541 


14.2% 


1985-86 


33.7% 


520 


19.2% 


522 


27.4% 


532 


14.9% 


1984>85 


33.2% 


525 


19.3% 


523 


27.0% 


536 


15.2% 


1983-84 


33.0% 


51S 


19.0% 


518 


27.6% 


635 


15.2% 


1982-83 


32.4% 


518 


18.4% 


518 


27.0% 


537 


14.8% 


1981-82 


31.4% 


521 


18.3% 


520 


25.8% 


539 


14.7% 


1980-81 


32.2% 


511 


18.4% 


512 


25.8% 


534 


14.7% 


1979-80 


33.2% 


517 


18.6% 


518 


26.3% 


525 


14.7% 


1978-79 


33.2% 


512 


18.9% 


514 


26.4% 


527 


14.7% 


1977-78 


34.9% 


514 


19,7% 


512 


27.5% 


532 


14.8% 



Score 



549 
548 
541 
540 
542 
543 
545 
539 
536 
537 
541 







American 


History 






Biology 


1987-88 


7.9% 


521 


4.5% 


529 


6.3% 


544 


4.2% 


1986-87 


7.8% 


517 


4.3*, 


529 


6.5% 


540 


4.3% 


1985-86 


7.7% 


519 


4.4% 


528 


7.0% 


539 


4.5% 


1984-85 


7.5% 


521 




525 


6.8% 


541 


4.4% 


1983-84 


7.6% 


514 


4.5% 


521 


6.8% 


532 


4.5% 


1982-83 


7.5% 


514 


4.5% 


516 


7.4% 


524 


4.4% 


1981-82 


8.0% 


521 


5.6% 


511 


6.8% 


529 


4.1% 


1980-81 


7.9y 


514 


5.5% 


506 


7.3% 


522 


4.1% 


1979-80 


8.-*% 


509 


5.6% 


501 


7.9% 


525 


4.1% 


1978-79 




483 


5.8% 


480 


7.8% 


528 


4.3% 


1977-78 




508 


6.1% 


496 


8.3% 


528 


4.8% 



553 
550 
551 
554 
550 
544 
548 
546 
551 
547 
544 







Chemistry 




Mathematics Level 


2 


1987-88 


5.8% 


569 


3.2% 


577 


6.3% 


656 


5.0% 


664 


1986-87 


6.0% 


566 


3.4% 


574 


6.4% 


653 


5.0% 


662 


1985-86 


6.5% 


562 


3.7% 


571 


6.3% 


652 


5.0% 


660 


1984-85 


6.8% 


567 


3.7% 


576 


6.2% 


651 


4.7% 


658 


1983-84 


6.3% 


562 


3.8% 


573 


5.2% 


660 


4.3% 


659 


1982-83 


6.8% 


555 


3.7% 


569 


4.7% 


654 


4.1% 


655 


1981-82 


6.3% 


557 


3.5% 


575 


4.5% 


654 


3.8% 


661 


1980-81 


6.3% 


556 


3.5% 


571 


4.9% 


651 


3.8% 


654 


1979-80 


6.0% 


551 


3.5% 


573 


4.9% 


649 


3.5% 


653 


1978-79 


5.9% 


551 


3.4% 


575 


4.7% 


655 


3.5% 


657 


1977-78 


6.0% 


553 


3.5% 


577 


4.3% 


664 


3.3% 


665 
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Th6 Conndolicut svfifi^ of 669 on me Chamlstiy AchievoiT^m Test was thnse points 
#)0V9 iast year but ^ht pobits bstow «io nstioi^ avsrags. in As |»«vtotJ8 ten years the 
Oonimctioiit averi^ had rai^ from 9 to 24 points tetow me nfilonal nren^e. The 
connect sludei^ «^ to(^ M aoMe^inem t«^ tiad a oonttM 
eCRtfi to th9 oenpsnM nations) average. Howevefp the math oompo"^ ^ ^ 
wmter for all stwten^ whersas verbal scorm were hlgh^ for Connectot coHsge^und 
sentors. In Conneotfeut. 6.8 p^fcent of tbe ooUege-bound senlorB fock the Cliemistry 
Achieimmem Test compared to pmcent nattoruHy. 

The avw^^e Mathematics level 2 Achievement Test score in Conrmcttcut n>8e three 
polnte H> 656 in the past year and the percentage of stuttonts tiddng the test fell 0.1 
percenttige poM to 6 J percent. The Connecticut avera^ to eight points below the national 
avwage. There was only a two-ipoint (fifferem» in the matiiemattoai SAT average. Since 
1977-76 the Connedk^ average on this achievemesit test has ranged from one p^t above 
to nine points below ttie national average. 

COLLEGE PLANS 

The intended degrm goate of Connec^teut ooHege-bound seniors have fluctuated over the past 
ten years. In 1967-66. 5.3 percent of these stiK^nts planned U> complete a two-year 
training prc^ram or obtain an assodate's degree, 32.1 percent planned to oi^in a 
bacf^lor^ d^ree, 24.3 i^rcem a masM degree, and 12.4 percmt a professional degree; 
24.8 pwcem were undecided. Compareri to list year, fewer ^tM^ts w^ und«:ided and 
more stuctonte intended to pursue graduate degrees. For the third consecutive year, tiie 
percent of femiries ^t^Kfing to ^t sn M.D., Ph.D., or other proS»8ional decree exceeded 
the peicentt^ of mates (12.8 to 11.9). in tiie past ten years tiie mi#)r ^lifts hr'e Hiduded 
a 2.0 percenti^ point decree ftm pemdita^ Intemffiig to enter a two-year tniining 
pio^am, and an increase in tiie percentage of ooae(^-bouiKl seniorB int^ng to pursue a 
b»meior*s (1.1%) or master^ (1.3%) degree. WhUe the total percentage with a 
imttosstonal d^H^ as a goal has (teciined over tiie piot ten years, the dectine has not 
occurred evenV among m^s and fematos. Ten years ago. 18 percem of tiie males and 12 
percem of tiie females dted this level of education as their goal, compared to tiie current 
percentages of 11.9 »id 12.8, respectively (see Table 8). 

The many possttMe fieids of study listed in ttie Stuctent Descriptive Questionimire were 
grouped into six categories for analysis. The arts and humanities aree includes 
archhecture, art, ttie languages, music, phitosophy, rel^iion and theater. The t^iogicai 
sderK^s category indinies agriculture, biology, forestry, nursing, tiierapy. premedk^l and 
simitar areas of concentratton. The physical sciences area induct computer s^nce, 
er^ieermg. mathmnatics. chemlsuy, geology sfKl phy^. The eo(^ sdence arra Indudm 
education, ethnic stuifles, geograf^, history, home ecmmlcs, library sdern^, military 
sci«ice, psyiMogy and similar courses. The otiier categories ars business, commerce ami 
communication, and mteceiianms. 

The intended areas of study in coitege have c^ianged s^nlficamiy in ttie past year, 
highlighted tiy a large define bi tiie physical sciences, a contbiued decline In interest in the 
blotogicai sciences, a continued increase in Interest in business, commerce and 
communications, and a renewed intorest in education. Also evicM in the last year was an 
decrease in the percent of undeckled coltoge-bMnd seniors. 

Changes in intended areas of study differed among coHegeooui^ males and femates. 
Since last year tt^re has been a ctocrsased interest in ttie physical sconces in botii groui^. 
For males, intorest in an ottier areas, includir^ education, has Increased. Among females, 
imerem has increased in tiie arts and humanities as wett as tiie social sconces, particulary 
education (see Table 9). 
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Degree-LMol Goals 



Qoei 


Sm 


1977-78 


1982-33 


1986-87 


1987- 


Twti"Yaaf Tratnina 


Male 


4 0 


4 S 


2 3 


2 3 


Program 


Feniaie 


s.o 


3.6 


1.9 


1.9 




Total 


4.0 


4.0 


2.5 


2.0 


Asgodate in Arts 




2.0 


1.6 


2 7 


2 3 






5.0 


4.5 


4.8 


4.1 




Total 


4.0 


?.2 


3.8 


3.3 




Mate 


30 0 


32 8 


33 7 


34 5 


Femete 


32.0 


34.4 


31.7 


30.1 




Total 


31.0 


33.7 


32.6 


32.1 




Mate 


2S Q 


27 4 


23 a 


94 4 




Female 


22.0 


24.8 


22.4 


24.3 




Total 


23.0 


26.0 


23.0 


24,3 


M.D., Ph D., Other 


Mate 


16.0 


14.6 


11.6 


11.9 


Professional Degree 


Femate 


12.0 


12.8 


11.8 


12.8 




Total 


14.0 


13.6 


11.7 


12.4 


Oti>er Of 


Mate 


24.0 


19.0 


26.0 


24.6 


Undecicted 


Feifmie 


24.0 


20.0 


27.3 


26.9 




Total 


24.0 


19.6 


26.7 


24.8 



Table 9 

tntended Area of Study 





1977-78 


1982-83 


1986-67 


1987-88 




me 


Femate 


Ma^ 


Femate 


Mate 


Femate 


MaHe Female 


Arts and Humanities 


9.2 


15.4 


9.0 


12.5 


10.8 


13.2 


11.4 


13.2 


Bioiooical Sciences 


18.2 


28.9 


11.4 


22.8 


9.6 


17.8 


10.2 


16,1 


Business, Commerce 


















and Communicayons 


22.9 


18.6 


24.5 


25.2 


30.8 


30.0 


31.6 


28.6 


Physical Sciences 


24.0 


5.4 


34.1 


12.0 


23.4 


5.5 


20.5 


5.2 


Computer Science 


3.7 


2.0 


11.6 


7.4 


4.4 


1.9 


3.5 


1.6 


Engineering 


14.9 


1.2 


19.0 


2.4 


16.5 


2.2 


14.3 




Mathematics 


1.8 


1.2 


1.3 


1.3 


0.7 


0.8 


0.9 


0.6 


Social Science 


18.0 


25.8 


13.5 


20.8 


14.3 


25.8 


16.2 


28.7 


Education 


3.4 


10.2 


1.8 


6.3 


2.3 


8.6 


3.0 


10.1 


Miscellaneous and 


7.8 


6.1 


7.4 


6.7 


11.1 


8.2 


10.1 


8.1 



1 limJi-inMnrl 

unoecnBa 
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Interest b) Die physic^ sciences decUned in the ^ year by 2.9 percentage points fbr 
maies and 0 J percentile points for femaSes. This area is now dted t>y 20.5 percent of 
m^s and 5^ percent of females compared to the 1962-83 levels of 34.1 and 12.0 
percent, lespei^vely. bUer^ in conpiter sdence fms wat^ Thte area was cited by 3.5 
percent of ttte and 1^ percent of the fem^ fci 1987-88. Fhre years i^, this area 
was chosen by 11.6 percent of the males aiKt 7.4 percent of the females. Interest in 
engineering, which fma teen bimtsbig. de^ml ki the past year from 16.5 te 14.3 percent 
for males but lemafoed the same bH 22 peicem for tema^ 

Tlie biolo^»l 8cien»6 was Die othor area whtoh had reduced interest In the p^ year. 
UnWte physteai sciences, «^ eiqieriw^ a period of imm^ interest tai the ime 1970s 
ami early 1980s, int^est bi 9m biologicid sd^mces has been steadHy dedfaiing. However, 
mm mates intended to study bfoioglcid sdetKte in 1987-88 (10.2%) than Die previous 
year (9.6%). The rate for female has decHned sid wk at 16.1 perttent for Die most recent 
year. Ten years ago. 18.2 percent of Die males and 28.9 (tercent of Die females were 
intwe^ ft) Dte biofoflM Minces. 

wnh the cfocHne te interest in Die biological and i^ysicai stances. Diere has been 
inoea^ biterest In Die Ante and hwnmitles. busbiess, conmierce and communicaDons, and 
Dte soctel sctences. More stederDs Dum five or ten years ^ are imctecided about a ootege 
meior. Studem Interest in busbfiess, owmrarce Bsvi commimk»tfons oonDnued fo gow In Die 
past ten years from 22.9 to 31 6 percent for males and from 18.6 to 28.6 percent tor 
temaln. Mate Interest in Dm arte and humaitiDes at one of Dte h^est lev^ in ten years 
(11.4%), white temtfe interest is at a lower tevei Jian ten years ago (13.2%). Female 
Interest bi Dte social sdences 1^ in(»e»ed to 28.7 percent compart to 25.8 percem ten 
years b^, M^ interest in Dite arra has increased to 16.2 percent In 1987-88 from 14.3 
percent test year, but remabted below Die 18.0 {tercent level of ten years 

Of parDcuter interest to ecbmators te cc^ge-bound senfors* interest in educatton. 
For Die Dilrd oorteecuDve year ^nce The C<Miege Board ttegan reporting Diese date, boDi 
m^s ar%l females te Connecticut showed bs\ bicreased toterest in ec&icaDtKi. The percent of 
mates intwested Imsfsased by 0.7 peroentege poims to 3.0 percent and Die percentage of 
females increased by U percentage pohite to 10.1 percent The isvete are ai^mutohing 
those of 1977-78. Ten years ago, 3.6 percem of Die males fmd 10.2 percent of the females 
intended to enter Diis area. 



STUDENTS 1NTBII»NQ TO STUDY EDUCATION 

The nun^r of Connecticut ct^lege-bound senfors intendb^ to mi^r in edtK^aDon provfoes 
an esDmate of Dte supply of new teachers availabte four years teter. In 1987-88, 1,845 
studente incicated an imem to 8tu(ty edi^aDon. This figure may uncteresDmate Dte aduai 
nun^r of bnended ecb^aDon mi^rs because only 87.5 peroent of Diose taiOng Die SAT 
responded to Dite (^testion. The MDmat^ numb^ of studente intending to stody eduction 
increased in Dte past year from 1,702 to 1,845. This represente 6.8 percent of ail 
studente who toc^ Die SAT onnpared to 5.7 percent in 1986-87. This was Die largest singte 
year increase bi Die piet ten years (see Tabte 10). 

The verttel and mathemaDcal SAT averages of Diose intending to study educatton have 
conDnued to incase for a confobied total of 47 pointe to Die past five years. The SAT 
verbid average of Diose imerKling to study ecfocaDon ctedlned fiom 403 to 395 between 
1977-78 and 1982-83, but sbice Dien has incraased by 17 pointe to 412. The SAT 
maDiemaDcai average of Dim seniors ttedtoed from 422 in 1977-78 to 408 in 1981-^. 
but etoce Dien has tooeased by 31 pointe to 439. The verbal score is four pointe below teist 
yea's record hfoh le^i, whtte Die maDi score is Diree pointe above last year^ reconl h^h 
tevel (see Ti^^ 10). 
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The aveiage total SAT score of ttm students intendbig to study ecbication lias increased 
more ttmn ttiat of stuctents bKfic^rtbig any ottor intended area o. stixJy over the past five 
years. The oomUned SAT aver^ in Con{^<ntout decOned from ^7 in 1977-78 to a iow of 
893 in 1980-81, Since then it has increased by 21 points to 914 in 1985-86 and has 
(tecreased s^jhtiy to the otmem tevei of 912. The oomt^i^ SAT score o? tiK>se intencfing to 
study ecbication feil 22 points between 1977-78 and 1981-82. foilowed by a 47-point 
iiwrei^e to its current level of 850. The combined SAT scores of all areas except th9 
physic sciences are ojrrentiy ^ve their 1977-78 levels (see Figure 5). 
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Figures 

Combined SAT Scores of Connecticut Students 

by Intended Aree of Study 



14 

22 



A total of 1 ,845 coliege-bound seniors res^nded that they intend to study educatton. 
Apfvoximately three of every ten of these students intend to study tiiementary ecHicaiion, one 
in nine intend to major in spedal education or physical educatton. Also. 14.8 peicont intend 
to me^r in early childhood education and 15.5 percent plan to major in a subject area (e.g., 
mathematics) within education (see Figure 6). 




Figures 

Intended Major in Education 



Students intending to major in education tend to be female and white. This group was 
79 J percent female and 7.6 percent minority in 1987-88. In September 1988 the 
teaching staff was 68.8 percent female and 6.3 percent minority. A total of 139 students of 
the 3,510 (4.0%) minority college-bound students who identified a major intended to 
major in education. This represents 7.6 percent of ail students intending to major in 
education and an increase of 37 students compared to the 1986-87 college-bound seniors. 
The percentage of students intending to major in education who are minorities is the 
smallest of any of the subject area groups. The greatest percentage of minority students 
intend to study the physical sciences (see Figure 7). 

Generally, the parents of students intending to major In educatton have less tormal 
education and tower incomes than parents of all college-bound students in Connecticut. A 
college degree was held by 48.5 percent of the fathers and 40.1 percent of the mothers of 
future educatton majors, compared to 52.8 percent and 42.9 percent, respectively, of the 
parents of all college-bound students. The median family income of prosf^tive education 
majors was $40,721 , compared to $43,084 for all college-bound students. 

Students intending to major in education reported lower class ranks than 
college-bound students in general: 28.0 percent of the prospective education majors came 
from the top fifth of their high school class compared to 34.7 percent of the general 
college-bound population. 
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Intended Area of Study 



Figure 7 

Pereentage of Minority Students 
by Subject Area 



SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

Tlie percentage Qf Connecticut high school seniors who take the SAT increased again to a 
new record high of 73.7 percent. This rate exceeds the percentage of all other states. The 
co}K>rt of college-bound sentors was 52.1 percent female. Moreover, approximately one In 
seven were minority students. The percentage of females has been constant over the past ten 
years, yet the percentage of minority students has increased to the highest level in the past 
ten years. Rnally, the estimated percentage of college-bound students from public high 
schools has steadily cfecreased over the past ten years. 

The average verbal SAT scores have foltowed similar patterns of declines and in^-eases 
for males and females over the past ten years. Scores declined from the late 1070s to the 
early 1980s. This was followed by an irn^rease which peaked in 1966. Since then average 
scores have tended to decrease. The average verbal score for males is now above Its level of 
ten years ago. while the average verbal score for females is betow its level of ten years ago. 
The average verbal score for Connecticut males exceeds that of Connecticut females. 
Similarly, the average verbal score for males in the nation exceeds the average for females. 
Over the past ten years the scores of Connecticut college-bound seniors have been greater 
than the natk>nal averages. The number of students scoring below 600 on this test has 
decref»ed over the past ten years at the state and national levels. 

Average mathematical scores have followed different patterns for males arnj females 
over the past ten years. The average mathematical score for males has remained relatively 
stat^ but has begun u> ctedine over the past two years. The average scores k>r females have 
been Increasing steadily. Hence, the gap between the scores for males and females continues 
to decrease. This Is true at both the state and national levels, it should also be noted that 
scores for Connecticut females are comparable to those for females in the nation. The scores 
for males in Connecticut are higher than their national counterparts. Also, the number of 
college-bound seniors scoring above 600 on this test has decreased from last year's high, 
but stiS exceeds the percentage of ten years ago. 
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The SAT scores ^ cSffei^ by rm. Asian American and white SAT test takers 
oittscoiBd bteok and Hispanic students on the v«tai ami mathematical ar jas. The gap ^ 
greater in math ttwn k\ the veftMi section of the test. Moreowr, tite w in matfiematical 
scores is decreasfttg due to sternly hicrm^ in the average scores of Wadt and H^nic 
stiKlents mvi M)ie ch* decreeing soorro snong the other students. Over tTie past ten years, 
the average veibai scores have decreased for wrhite and Asian American stwtonts and have 
increased for Hispanic and black students. 

The peicemage of SAT test taim vWx) iriso took at least one «^ievemem t^ exceeded 
33 percent. Nattonwkle. apixoximately 20 percent of the coitege-bound seniors took at 
least me mm tests. Whfie a h^iher pmcmta^ of Ckmnedteut ooliege4)ound seniors have 
taken each achievement test the average scores have been consistently tower than those of 
afl i^levement takers In the nation, ttowever, over the last ten years the average 
ach^ment test scores for Ooraiemicut college-bound senkxs have increased five of ttie 
six most wUeiy taken tosts. The only decrease occuned in Mathemattes Level II. 

The intended areas of ^udy In college have chang^l over me past t^ yearn. More of 
today*s coHege^sound sentors m Connemteut Intend lc» study me arts and humanitos or 
business than students of ten years bqo, Fomt ^udents mtend to stiKly the bk>togk»il 
sciences, phystealsdenoes and sodaisdences than ten ym^ Exx^^ions to these trends 
are me biovm bi fenmles Interested In stuifylr^ ei^ineerft^ or me soctal ^m»s. The 
peicentap) of students bitem^ » sttxiy educatkm Is oomy^rable m the level of ten years 
ago. The aversge totttf SAT seem ^ grsm^ amor^ students kitondi^ to study the (myslcal 
sc^ices. Although the avera^ score lowest for tN»se In^ndliHy to study educatk>n, it has 
Incraased tiw mo^ over me pi»t ten years. This Uicrem may represent the leading ec^e of 
one me Intencted outcomes of Connectlcufs program of teaching reform - to make me 
teaching professton more attra(^e to the best h^h school stuctents. 



POtiCY IMPLICATIONS 

The very high SAT partto^tton rate in Connectk^ imScates mat many high school 
sentors we interested in pursuli^ some fonn of postsecomtery educirtton. High partte^Uon 
mos are theoreticaHy associated wim tow aven^ scores. As more studenm from (Cerent 
^itty levels tidce me test* the scores are expected to com a broader range and yieU a 
lower average. This has not hap^ned In Connectteut, where average verbal and 
mamemsttcial SAT scores have paralleled or exoeectod nattonal avwages. 

The use and bnerpretatton of SAT scores has been ^ deariy underwood. The College 
Board states, "SAT scores are Intended to primarily predict academic performance in 
college." The SAT score only one piece of available Infomrmtion. Recent crittos question 
whether the scores en^e college admissions officers to make better dedstons than they 
woukJ without me scores. 

Also relaM to test score use and interpretatkin. The Ck>ilege Board states, "Looking at 
averages over a number of years can s^ygest changes in me acMiemto perfdrmance of 
coBege-boimd students who lEdte tl^ SAT and can provkie evaluak>rs i^ an addlttonal fack>r 
to use In evakjathms.' SAT scores are common^ accepted m an kn^tor of the success of 
school However, there has been no dktcusston about tlw meaning of a decr^ue or increase 
in me annual average. The meaning of fluctuations in me SAT score are not generally 
(^testtoned. It ^ mere^r accepted as a primary Indk^ of me state of our echicatton system. 
More comfmhensive stwfles school performaiK^e are needed to provkie a more complete 
d^crlpUon of the educattonal process and Its outcomes. 
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